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meetings. In 1867 and 1868 the order appeared
in parade in the towns of the adjoining States and,
as we are told, "cut up curious gyrations" on the
public squares.

There was a general belief outside the order that
there was a purpose behind all the ceremonial and
frolic of the Dens; many joined the order convinced
that its object was serious; others saw the possi-
bilities of using it as a means of terrorizing the ne-
groes. After men discovered the power of the Klan
over the negroes, indeed, they were generally in-
clined, owing to the disordered conditions of the
time, to act as a sort of police patrol and to hold in
check the thieving negroes, the Union League, and
the "loyalists." In this way, from being merely
a number of social clubs the Dens swiftly became
bands of regulators, taking on many new fantas-
tic qualities along with their new seriousness of
purpose. Some of the more ardent spirits led the
Dens far in the direction of violence and outrage.
Attempts were made by the parent Den at Pulaski
to regulate the conduct of the others, but, owing to
the loose organization, the effort met with little suc-
cess. Some of the*Dens, indeed, lost all connection
with the original order.

A general organization of these societies was